He never once complained of his back, and he continued at his work in the shipbuilding yard, always maintaining that he was easier when at!work. "So anxious was he that something should be done for his relief and so gastric did his troubles seem, that in the end an exploratory operation was actually performed. The abdomen was opened but every organ was found to be normal. Several days after the operation the nurse drew attention to a slight lump between the patient's shoulders which she had discovered by accident. This proved to be a sarcoma igrowing from the mid-dorsal region of the spine. After a while paraplegia developed and he died.
The moral to be drawn from these cases, says Sir Frederick, is this?that suspicion may be roused as to "the genuineness of a gastric trouble when pain is the all-predominant symptom, when it is intense and persisting, and whem vomiting is at the same time ?either absent or insignificant.
